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In  today ’s  global  economy, l anguage(s) can be considered a fo rm of economic  
capi tal  in  a market  o f supply and demand (Grin 2003) . The knowledge o f more than  
one language const i tut es  there fore a  ski l l  tha t  can be valori zed economical ly  just  as  
any other competence in  the business  world. Simila rly , the l ack o f mult i l ingual  
competences o f s taf f  members  can generate  costs  and a financi al  or competi t ive  
loss . 
In  this  present at ion,  we  compare the resu l ts  of various s tudi es  explo ring the  
economic  value o f language(s)  in  a number  of dif fe rent  European contexts . Special  
at tent ion wil l  be dedicated to  the influence of various macro variabl es  on language  
use and language needs within private companies  at  a micro l evel .  I t  i s  a rgued that  
(l inguis t ic) parameters  which operate  on  a societal  level  such  as  offi cial  
language(s ) of the region,  geog raphic s i tua t ion, market  ori entat ion and language  
educat ional  pol icy generat e dif fe rent  l ingui s t ic needs for businesses  and thereby  
influence  language  power  relat ionships . 
Our s ta rt ing point  is  recent  research  carri ed out  in  Brussels  (Mettewie , Van Mensel  
& Belang 2006) , the of ficial ly  bi l ingual  (French-Dutch) capi tal  o f Belgium that  
hosts  a large number of inte rnat ional  companies  and inst i tut ions. Fo r this  s tudy,  
two types of data were col lected:  su rvey dat a obtained by a web quest ionnaire (n  = 
350) and a qual i tat ive analysis  of s t ructu red inte rviews with human resou rce  
managers  and recrui tment  experts  o f some 45 privat e companies  and  recrui tment  
cente rs . The dat a from Brussels  wil l  be con fronted with resul ts  from Swit zerland  
(Grin & Ströbel  2001) , the Netherlands , Denmark , Catalonia (Hagen 1992) and  
Scot l and (Hal l  2000). The comparison highl ights  the interdependence of business ,  
market  o rient at ion and language educat ion  in  providing -  or not  –  l inguis t ical ly  
competi t ive  s ta ff .  
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