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Cinque (1994) lays the basic structural model for the DP and argues 
for a hierarchical series of adjectival functional projections that 
appear above NP.  This was expanded in Brugé (2002) to account for 
demonstratives that follow the noun in Spanish DPs by the inclusion 
of a demonstrative projection closer to N than all other adjective 
projections.   
 
Giusti (2002) incorporates Brugé (2002) and combines these 
approaches with bare phrase structure (Chomsky 1993, 1995, 1999) 
and the theory of functional projections (Grimshaw 1991) to resolve 
the empty functional head issue of Cinque (1994) and present a 
more unified structural model. 
 
Using the model presented by Giusti (2002), this paper argues for 
hierarchical constraints that govern the different DP formations in 
Italian and German, then re-evaluates the notion of scrambling 
within Korean DPs.  In the process, Korean short and long 
possessives are distinguished from each other. 
 
According to Giusti (2002), there must be at least one functional 
projection with which NP merges to form CHAIN, thereby affecting 
the matching of -˒features between the head of FP1 and that of N.  
In order for this CHAIN to be interpretable, either the head or the 
specifier of FP1 must be phonetically realized.   
 

1. SpecNP merges with SpecFP1 (SPEC-merger). 
a. [FP1 mein Ø [NP mein Büch] ]  GERMAN 
b. *[FP1 mio Ø [NP mio libro] ]  ITALIAN 
c. my book    

 
 

 
2. N merges with F1 (N-movement). 

a. *[FP1 Ø Büch [NP mein Büch] ]  GERMAN 
b. [FP1 Ø libro [NP mio libro] ]  ITALIAN 
c. *book my    

 
3. The head is realized as a weak morpheme (D-insertion). 

a. *[FP1 Ø das [NP mein Büch] ]  GERMAN 
b. [FP1 Ø il [NP mio libro] ]   ITALIAN 
c. *the my book 

 
The grammaticality of the (a) examples suggests that in German, 
SPEC merger is preferred over N-movement and D-insertion.  
Moreover, in situation where SpecN is empty (3bΩ), D-insertion is 
preferred over N-movement. 
 
     (3aΩύ [FP1 Ø das [NP Ø Büch [PP von [DP mir] ] ] ] GERMAN 
            *[FP1 Ø Büch [NP Ø Büch [PP von [DP mir] ] ] ] 
 the book of mine 
 
Thus, in German, definite DPs are formed according to a 
grammatical hierarchy; SPEC-merger >> D-insertion >> N-movement.  
Conversely, the hierarchy in Italian appears to prefer N-movement 
and D-insertion over SPEC-merger. 
 
In both languages, the presence of a QP at SpecNP precludes the 
usage of a possessive adjective, which suggests that these phrases 
occupy the possessive adjective (SpecNP) position. 
 

4. Quantifier + PP 
a. [FP1 ein Ø [NP ein Büch [PP von [DP mir] ] ] ] GERMAN 
b. [FP1 un Ø [NP un libro [PP da [DP mi] ] ] ] ITALIAN 
c. a book of mine 

 



5. Quanitifier + DP 
a. *[FP1 ein Ø [NP ein Büch [DP meines] ] ] GERMAN 
b. *[FP1 un Ø [NP un libro [DP mio] ] ]  ITALIAN 
c. *a book my/mine 

 
With regard to Korean DP scrambling, however, examination of the 
short possessive (nae) distribution, in isolation of the long 
possessive (na.eui), reveals the same sort of hierarchical constraints.  
  

6. SPEC-merger 
a. [FP1 nae Ø [NP nae cha] ]   KOREAN 
b. my car         

 
7. N-movement 

a. *[FP1 Ø cha [NP nae cha] ]   
b. *car my 

 
8. D-insertion 

a. [FP1 Ø geu [NP nae cha] ]    
b. the my car 

 
9. [FP3 Ø geu [FP2 paran Ø [FP1 nae Ø [NP nae cha] ] ] ] 
                  the         blue              my                   car 

 
Thus, this paper will show that Korean DPs, while similar to those of 
German and Italian, have three basic rules.  First, N-movement does 
not result in well-formedness.  Second, possessive adjectives and 
demonstratives must be as far left as possible, although the order 
does not matter, cf. (8) and (10a).  Third, insertion is not required to 
satisfy FPmax (10b). 
 

10. a. [FP3 nae Ø [FP2 Ø geu [FP1 nae Ø [NP nae cha] ] ] ] 
b. [FP2 paran Ø [NP nae cha] ] 
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